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Issue 3: March, 2018 

 

COMMODORE'S LETTER 
I clearly remember the day that I moved past the point of "fair weather sailor." I 
was participating in a Barth Race a few years back going from Redwood City up to 
Coyote Point and for most of the afternoon it was pouring rain with relatively 
high winds and chop.  
 
Liquid Kitty and my crew handled the conditions admirably, but it was a rough 
ride. Regardless, we had an amazing day on the water and it is one of my most 
memorable sailing adventures. I would do it all over again. 
 

March 3, for the Club's John Pitcher Memorial 
Regatta I was reminded of this. The forecast was for 
rains and in the morning a group of regular 
skippers received an email saying, that the race was 
cancelled. Four emails later, a small group of sailors 
decided to meet up at the Club and head out on the 
water anyway. 
 
Needless to say, we were rained on, but wow - did 
we have a great day on the water! Two groups of 
two boats were in close battles for position, winds 
stayed between 6 and 18 knots coming from all 
different directions at different times, and we 

enjoyed a fun course with six mark roundings.  
 
Participants from all crews reported really enjoying the afternoon. In a surprise 
upset (depending on who you are), Tom Fedyna, who was single-handing Smooth, 
corrected out to beat the five-person crew on Paradigm by 10 seconds and win the 
race.  
 
Lesson learned? Don't let a little bad weather keep you from doing what you love. 
Make the effort to get down to your boat or up to the Club even though it would 
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be so easy and you have a good excuse to just stay at home. Show up, participate and have fun. You'll be glad 
you did. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PORT CAPTAIN 
Jack Verducci 

On January 24, 2018 the SBOD committee 
had its first meeting in preparation for the 
2018 South Bay opening Day celebrations. 
This year’s schedule of events reflects the 
tides.  The exact timetable will be posted at a 
later date. The theme is "South Bay Fiesta" 
 
Friday, May 4: Peninsula yacht club will 
host the kick off dinner. 
  
Saturday, May 5: Sequoia Yacht Club will 
host a pre-parade breakfast. The decorated 
boat parade will take place in the channel 
next to the entrance to Sequoia yacht club's 
harbor entrance. Saturday's dinner will be 
hosted by Coyote Point Yacht Club.  The 
Catalina cruising group will also be cruised 
in to CPYC on this day, so it is certain to be a 
fun party. 
  
Sunday, May 6, 2018, will be the 
traditional brunch held at the historic South 
Bay Yacht Club located in Alvizo. 
 
More details will be posted as they become 
available; watch the newsletter for updates. 
 
 

REGATTA REPORT 
Steve Swanson, Regatta Chair 

 
The 2018 racing season is underway with three club races 
completed in January.  Four boats competed in the Brrr 
Rabbit race on New Year’s Day.  Winds were light, but 
sufficient to push most of the boats around the course.  
The first two Winter Sail races also took place in January. 
 
CPYC was well represented in the annual Three Bridge 
Fiasco with five boats participating: Paradigm (Luther 
and Bob Izmirian), Hot Ice (Mike Haddock and Laura 
Gammill), Sweet Grapes (Alan Orr and Jeff Hansen), 
Back to the Future (David Reed and Tyler Painter) and 
Zingara (Steve and Jocelyn Swanson).  Most boats sailed 
up to South Beach on Friday, where Luther hosted 
everyone for drinks on Paradigm. 
 
The race was true to its name - only four of the 360 

entries finished due to the strong ebb current and very 

light winds.  Many of the boats were either swept out the 

gate or dropped anchor off the city front to avoid that 

fate.  

 

Milling around at the starting line 
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CRUISE REPORT 

 

5 boats attended this year's cruise to 

Aeolian. New member Greg 

Soydemir and his family took their 

boat "Pretty Woman" on their 

inaugural cruise out, shepherded by 

Mark Bettis and Cathy on "Cardinal 

Rule" and Gary on "Panda 

Angler."  The fleet met up with Mike 

Haddock on "Hot Ice," and cruised 

under the drawbridges together. Mark 

and Dorothy Malcolm on "Tarifa" 

had arrived ahead of everyone else, 

and were there to welcome the 

fleet.  Friday night featured a 

delicious home-cooked Italian meal, 

followed by a Jam Session, with a 

Ukelele, banjo, and a guitar.  

 

On Saturday morning, Cathy and 

Mark hosted a Continental Breakfast, 

joined by members from Aeolian, and 

Ballena Bay, who had also cruised in 

that weekend. The afternoon saw 

naps, kayaking, and fishing 

adventures, followed by Happy Hour 

and a delicious Chinese dinner in the 

evening to celebrate Chinese New 

Year. 

 

The ride back was quite an adventure. 

The weather took a sudden change, 

and the wind picked up, so after a 

hearty breakfast, the fleet decided to 

head back to Coyote Point. “Pretty 

Woman” stopped for fuel at Jack 

London Square, while “Hot Ice” 

continued back. On the way out of the 

Estuary, “Pretty Woman” 

encountered engine trouble, with one 

of the engines overheating. “Panda 

Angler” and “Cardinal Rule” 

shepherded Greg and his family to 

Encinal Yacht Club, where the boat 

was left to await repairs.   

RACING REPORT (continued) 

After a couple of hours Back to the 

Future managed to escape the eddies 

and claw back to the benevolent side of 

the bridge.  Sweet Grapes managed to 

crawl back under the bridge on the 14th 

attempt (after four hours), and then 

made it up to Red Rock before running 

out of time.  Zingara wasn’t as 

persistent, dropping out after five failed 

attempts to sail to the east side of the 

bridge. 

The winning boat, Immoral, a Moore 
24, was crewed by John Gray and Matt 
Van Rensselaer.  Matt, is the son of 
Steve and Janelle Van Rensselaer, and 
is a CPYC youth sailing alumnus.   
 
On March 3rd, after a string of back-
and-forth e-mails cancelling, then 
reinstating the race, the John Pitcher 
Memorial race was underway.  Four 
boats—Shannon (skippered by Mark 
Bettis), Paradigm (skippered by Luther 
Izmirian and crew), Smooth (single 
handed by Tom Fedyna) and Sweet 
Grapes (skippered by Allan Orr and 
crew).  Of course, the racers got rained 
on, but everyone had fun. In the end, 
only 10 seconds separated the 1st and 
2nd place boats, with Tom Fedyna on 
Smooth beating out the fully-crewed 
Paradigm. There is a race every week 
this month, with the last 2 winter 
Sunday sails (3/11 & 3/25), and the 
Shorteez regatta on the 17th. Next 
month is the Andy Byrd Memorial 
Pursuit race on the 7th of April. 

Shannon racing in the Pitcher race. 

Left: Immoral crossing the finish 

line in the 3 Bridge Fiasco. 

Pretty Woman (L) and Panda 
Angler (R) cruising through 
the estuary. 
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CRUISE REPORT (Cont) 

The Soydemir family boarded “Panda Angler” and 

continued back to Coyote Point. It was a wet, 

rough ride, with blustery conditions and winds up 

to 30 knots, but everyone arrived safely back to 

the harbor just as “Hot Ice” was pulling in.  It was 

probably the first time where the power fleet and 

sail fleet left and arrived at the same time.     
 

WATERFRONT RESTAURANTS & 
BOAT-IN DINING 

(adapted from Latitude 38) 
Here are a few places that you can take your 
boat to dine. Many of them are located north 
of the Bay Bridge (and a few in the Delta). If 
you plan to stay overnight, it is best to contact 
either the club’s port captain, or the 
harbormaster to get access to the harbor’s 
guest dock. 
 
Red’s Java House, San Francisco 
At Pier 30, within walking distance of AT&T 
Park and South Beach Marina.  If you call 
ahead, they can have your order ready when 
you arrive at the dock.   
 
Terrapin Crossroads, San Rafael 
100 Yacht Club Drive 
Overnight docking is not allowed at Terrapin 
itself, but nearby San Rafael Yacht Club has a 
guest dock, and great company.  
 
Napa City Center 
More for power boaters, as the Napa River can 
get a bit shallow. Take your boat under the 
Imola Ave. bridge and tie up at the public 
dock.  Many restaurants and wineries are 
within walking distance of the dock. You can 
also dock at Napa Valley Yacht Club. Sail 
boaters, contact Napa Valley Marina. 
 
Trader Vic’s Emeryville 
Located at the Emeryville marina, this Bay 
Area institution is (according to legend) where 
the Mai Tai originated. Tie up at the 
Emeryville marina.   
 
Zio Fraedo’s (Italian) Vallejo  
23 Harbor Way Vallejo 
There has been an Italian restaurant at this 
location for years.  Tie up at the Vallejo yacht 
club and enjoy. 
 
Garlic Brothers Stockton  
Village West Marina 
OK, so this one is a bit far, but it is a classic in 
the Delta and great for summer. Live music in 
the evenings, and a guest dock during the day. 
 
If you have any you’d like to add, please post 
them on our member’s Facebook page. 
 
 
  

 
 


