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COMMODORE'S LETTER 
 
Being a “SoCal Girl” at heart, I am so happy that it is May and that summer is right around the 
corner!  Bring on the sunshine and the warm weather, boating, barbecues and picnics! 
 
We have a lot of good events coming up this month.  By the time you are reading this, we will have 
hosted the South Bay Opening Day / Cinco de Mayo Fiesta complete with Mexican yumminess and 
a live band (looking into my crystal ball, I envision many margaritas and much dancing…). On 
Sunday, May 13th, we’ll be putting out another brunch buffet spread for Mother’s Day.  Make sure 
to make your reservations by Thursday, May 10th!  On Saturday, May 19th, we will have our annual 
Open House where we’ll open our doors to the public and let them know that CPYC is all about.  If 
you’re free, please stop in for the BBQ lunch and chat with some potential members.  In case you 
have friends who are thinking about joining – they can join for 50% off the initiation fee if they fill 
out the membership application at the Open House. 
 
After the Open House, we’re trying something new at CPYC – a Crew Party!  Back in March, I went 
to the Latitude 38 Crew List Party up at Golden Gate Yacht Club and I wondered why we don’t have 
something like this in the South Bay.  Well, folks – now we do.  From 5pm to 8pm after the Open 
House on the 19th, we’ll be opening our doors to the boaters’ version of speed dating (okay, not 
really).  There will be a $5 cover charge for members ($10 for non-members) which includes 
appetizers, snacks and door prizes. If you’re not familiar with the concept, the idea is for skippers 
and crew to meet and mingle with each other and connect for future races, day sails and cruises.   
 
I figured there are plenty of people on the Peninsula who may want to sail, but don’t want to go all 
the way up to the Central Bay.  There are also plenty of skippers around here who have a hard time 
finding crew!  We are also centrally located between Redwood City and South SF/Brisbane, so I am 
hoping to get some skippers from our neighboring yacht clubs to join in on the fun.  Please spread 
the word and let anyone you know who has expressed interested in sailing or just being on the water 
that they should come on down!   
 
To cap off the month we have our Half Moon Bay Cruise Out coming up over Memorial Day 
Weekend, from the 25th through the 28th.  If you’re not prepared to make the trek by sea, asphalt 
cruise on over the hill to join in on some of the weekend’s festivities.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Cheers! 
-yvette 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Catherine Miskow, Secretary 

When most people hear the words “yacht club” or 

“boating,” the tendency is to imagine a stuffy, group of 

one-percenters who engage in an expensive hobby that 

is inaccessible to most. Indeed, seeing a huge sign in 

front of the building that says ‘Private Club” “Members 

Only” serves to reemphasize the stereotype.  The other 

day, I was speaking with a friend who had her 

daughter’s quinceañera at Coyote Point Park, 

overlooking the north basin of the marina. When I 

brought up the boats, she replied, “Oh, that’s where all 

the rich people play.”    

Community outreach is a way to lessen this perceived 

gap and to reach out to members of the surrounding 

neighborhoods. Events like our Open House on May 

19th and the lighted boat parade during the holiday 

season allow community members to see what a local 

yacht club is really like, and even get a view of the 

facility that they could not otherwise visit.  For families 

with children, the youth sailing summer camp can 

serve as the bridge to introduce the next generation to 

the joys of boating; for adults, the Wednesday night 

Rabbit Races are a great way to discover the joys of the 

bay, while actively participating in a sport.       

This year, we are proud to offer the Robert Kiliona 

Youth Sailing Memorial Scholarship to two young 

members from the surrounding community who might  

not otherwise be able to attend the camp.  We have 

reached out to the local Boys and Girls Clubs, as well as 

schools in the surrounding Shoreview neighborhood to 

offer this program. The more we reach out, the more we 

can  break the one-percenter stereotype and get the 

local public interested in boating and out community.  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM the TREASURER 
Jan Mendez,Treasurer 

(Note: this article previously ran in the April 
edition; it is here as a reminder of the increase) 
  Our Coyote Point Yacht Club Constitution 

provides that dues shall be adjusted annually 

based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 

the previous twelve months in San Mateo 

County (the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose 

Consumer Price Index).  Accordingly, at the 

January 2018 Board of Directors meeting, our 

Directors were prepared to discuss the 

increase.  This year, however, we received a 

notice from the County of San Mateo Parks 

Dept. indicating that they would be sending us 

a letter later in the month with an increase to 

our monthly lease payment (we have a ground 

lease for the acre that we rent from the 

County; we own the building).  Because this 

was the first notification of an increase in our 

lease payment in approximately seven years, 

the Board decided to table our dues increase 

until we had received the letter and had a 

chance to digest the financial implications. 

We did receive another letter from the Parks 

Dept. later in January informing us that our 

rent would be increased by $152.  Apparently, 

the County had failed to put through the 

annual rent increase in our lease since 2011 

and therefore they were bringing us up-to-

date.  Fortunately for CPYC, there is a clause 

in our lease that our rent cannot increase by 

more than 10% in any given year, so the 

increase was limited to $152 per month, 

bringing our monthly lease payment to $1,675.  

(Had it not been for the 10% limit, our rent 

would have increased by $333 per month.)  In 

addition to our ground lease amount we pay a 

flat $552 for PG&E, $65 for water and sewer 

and $500 for our guest dock, for a total 

monthly payment of $2,792.  After careful 

consideration, the Board decided to keep our 

dues increase to what is required under our 

Constitution.  Accordingly, our monthly dues 

will increase from $79 to $81, effective with 

the invoice you are receiving this month.  
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  REGATTA REPORT 
Steve Swanson, Regatta Chair 

 
April started off with the Andy Byrd Memorial Regatta.  This is a pursuit 

race where the starting times depend on the boat PHRF rating – the slowest 

boats start first.  It was a beautiful day with winds from 12 – 18 knots and 

eight boats competed.  Paradigm (Luther Izmirian) passed Zingara (Jocelyn 

Swanson at the helm, Steve crewing) on the next to the last leg, between 

marks C and 8, to win the race, and Seadancer (Bill and Emily Hoyt) placed 

third. 

 

The Wednesday night Sunset Sail races began this month and have been 

well attended.  The San Francisco Bay presented its usual wide variety of 

conditions.  In the second week the race started with a pleasant 15 knot 

wind and abruptly jumped to a 40 knot squall. 

 

Several members also participated in races outside of CPYC in April.  

Luther Izmirian competed in the Round the Rocks race sponsored by the 

Singlehanded Sailing Society.  This 19.3 NM course covers the central and 

north bays and includes Alcatraz, Harding Rock, The Brothers and Red 

Rock.  Steve and Jocelyn Swanson, and Eric Mueller, participated in the I-

36 division of the two day YRA race to Vallejo and back.  Saturday’s 

downwind 22 NM up from Berkeley Circle ended up in the usual raft up in 

the club marina.  After a couple of drinks on the boat we enjoyed barbequed 

ribs with the usual fixings and then danced to a live band until they stopped 

at 10:30.  Sunday morning brought a 10 knot wind in the marina, prompting 

a number of boats, including us, to switch to smaller jibs in anticipation of 

higher winds in San Pablo Bay.  The initial 16 knot wind encountered in the 

bay gradually diminished throughout the race, and was around 12 knots 

most of the day.  The16 NM upwind race ended at the Richmond YC 

channel entrance this year.  As soon as we headed for Coyote Point the 

wind piped up to 16 – 20 knots, and stayed at or above 20 knots the rest of 

the journey. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SPRING RABBIT RACES 
5:30 Skipper’s Meeting 

Every Wednesday through 
October.  Bring your friends! 
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TAKING KIDS on their FIRST FISHING TRIP 
Adapted from OutdoorEmpire.com 

By Ben Team (and C. Miskow) 
(Last month’s article talked about how to get your children into 
boating. This month, we feature how to get your kids out fishing). 
 
Few memories last as long as those surrounding your first fishing trip; 
now, so many years later, it is time to introduce your children to 
angling.  You certainly don’t have to do anything fancy to introduce 
children to the sport, but it helps to have a good game plan in place. 
 
When fishing with kids, simplicity is the name of the game; this means 
that it is best to use cane poles or spinning and spincasting reels. 
Zebco makes great first fishing poles, some of which are adorned with 
kids’ favorite characters (Spongebob fishing pole, anyone? And who 
can forget the viral video of a regulation size bass hooked with a 
Barbie pole?)  You should probably start young children out by fishing 
with a bobber and live bait.  Additionally, kids will often appreciate 
being able to see their float bounce and bob around in the water.  The 
bobber also will suddenly get pulled under when there is a bite on the 
line, making it easier for kids to see that they have something.  
 
When you are heading out to fish with the kids, try to select a place 
that will suit them best.  Some kids are happy just sitting on the dock 
or swimstep and fishing, and indeed, this is a good way to introduce 
the techniques needed.  If you are on your boat, try to select a place 
that is wide open so that children can practice casting, and where they 
won’t disturb the more serious anglers. It also helps to have limited 
traffic in the area.  I vividly recall being about 4 years old, practicing 
my casting in the very crowded Ayala Cove at Angel Island…and 
hooking an incoming Bayliner. He took my entire pole, rig and all, and 
left me very distraught for the remainder of the weekend!   
 
So what kind of fish are the best targets for young, budding anglers?  
River fish tend to be better targets for young anglers.  Bluegills and 
baby Stripers are opportunistic feeders, and tend to bite lines more 
frequently than Catfish or other bottom feeders.  In the San Francisco 
Bay, I cut my teeth on Bullheads and Jack Smelts.  Small sharks are 
also present in the harbor, and, while not the greatest targets for 
young anglers, they often come close enough to the surface that a child 
can see them quite clearly. This is also an ideal opportunity to teach 
kids about conservation, and catch-and-release, as many of these 
specimens are too small to keep.  
 
When taking your kids fishing, always make sure to put safety first.  
Kids should always wear PFDs while on a boat, especially while 
trawling.  Anglers over 16 need a fishing license, and certain species 
(i.e. Sturgeon) may require an additional card.  Fishing, like boating, 
is a lifelong hobby that can bridge the generations. 
 
 

Teach a kid to fish when they are 

little… 

…and they’ll be hooked on it for life. 


