
1 | T h e  C o y o t e ' s  B a y    A u g u s t ,  2 0 1 8  

 

THE COYOTE'S BAY 
Issue 8: August, 2018 

 

COMMODORE'S LETTER 
Boating season is in full swing, and CPYC is taking advantage of the lovely 
weather on the Peninsula to FILL the calendars with events!  There's so much fun 
stuff going on, that it would be a shame not to take advantage of at least one of 
these adventures. 
    
Starting with the weekend of the 11th, Cruise Chair Mark Bettis has organized an 
Angel Island and Tiburon extravaganza complete with BBQ in Ayala Cove and a 
group brunch at Corinthian Yacht Club.  Can't make it out to the Central Bay?  On 
the 18th, we will be holding both the Kay & Dave Few Regatta (go women 
skippers!) and a Summer Pig Roast & Luau.  The next weekend, Catherine 
Miskow is organizing both our second Open House of the year and our second 
ever South Bay Crew List Party on Saturday, August 25th.  Come hang out with 
your friends, meet some of our new members and chat up some potential 
members at the Open House, and then enjoy an evening of schmoozing with 
skippers and potential crew.   
 
And to wrap up the month of festivities, don't forget to join us for everyone's 
favorite weekend at the annual Marin Yacht Club Cruise Out!  I'll be putting out 
snacks and hors d'oeuvres for Saturday's Happy Hour event, and we are looking 
forward to our traditional "gather 'round the grill" dinner fest.  Details on all of 
these wonderful events are available through the club website and in the weekly 
blasts.  
 
On a personal note, I will be absent for long stretches through the remainder of 
the year on a "sabbatical" of sorts.  Please feel free to reach out if you need 
anything from me, regardless, as I will be back in the area on multiple 
occasions.  A big thank you to the Board of Directors and Carly for holding down 
the fort whilst I'm off enjoying my mid-life crisis, and a debt of gratitude to my 
racing buddies for turning me into the sailor who plans on jumping on yachts in 
far-off locales.   
 
Much love to all, and I hope to see you in Marin!  -yvette  
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CRUISE REPORT 
 

After a short hiatus, Coyote Point cruisers returned to 
Ballena Bay Yacht Club over the weekend of July 13-15. 
Three boats—Cardinal Rule, Panda Angler, and 
Tarifa—made the trek across the Bay on Friday, with 
several other members making the trip by car. New 
member, Karen Moody, made the trip Saturday 
afternoon in her J-24 from Oakland marina to 
complete the cruising fleet. The group convened at the 
club to celebrate “Aloha Friday” (complete with island 
attire and Mai Tais).  
 
On Saturday, Vive la France! Catherine hosted a 
Bastille Day party aboard Cardinal Rule, complete with 
French wines, cheeses, and other goodies from abroad. 
The group then convened at the yacht club for a home-
cooked lasagna dinner. 

 
 
 
The hospitality enjoyed by the cruisers was absolutely 
wonderful; Ballena Bay Yacht Club will be cruising in to 
Coyote Point on October 13-15, so let’s give them a 
warm welcome. 

 
 
   

 
 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
Our membership base is growing. Several 

new members attended the July GMM, and 

were duly introduced.  “Cabo” Diane Lemke, 

and Trish & Tony Fiorini  come to us by way of 

Oyster Point Yacht Club.  We also welcomed 

Doug Grigsby & Laura Winfrey, and Bill and 

Judy Steul.    

Another new member, Karen Moody has two 

boats—a Morgan, which she calls home, and a 

J-24, both of which are berthed in Oakland. 

Karen recently participated in her first club 

cruise out to Ballena Bay.   

Other new members are Dylan Ashbrook, 

Tony & Kay Barulich(who will be cruising with 

the club to Angel Island), Paul Boatman, 

Danny Dees, Jeff Eckhardt, and Christopher 

Fey. 

If you see these new faces, be sure to give 

them a warm welcome. They will be featured 

on the board, and in the blast. 
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  REGATTA REPORT 
Six boats competed in the annual “Stars and Stripes” regatta, held Saturday, 

July 7. This year, for the first time, the race included a “Fun Run” class, an 

unscored division that followed the same course as the regular race.   

Paradigm, Vita è Bella, Will o’ the Wind, Smooth, and Schocktail competed 

in the regular division, while Tenacious ran the course in the Fun Run 

division.   

Mother Nature certainly had it in for the racers—it was so rough and windy 

that the committee boat, Cardinal Rule, could not anchor, and had to hold 

the line with the engine running. Even Paradigm put a reef in the main!  In 

the end, Paradigm took first place, followed closely in second by Vita è Bella, 

and Schocktail in third.  Tenacious took first in the fun run category, as the 

only entrant.      

Coyote Point Yacht Club was well represented in the annual Plastic Classic 

regatta, hosted by Bayview Boatclub on July 21.  The fleet of three Santana 

525’s from Coyote Point matched against 2 from the Alameda in their own 

one-design start.  The complete results are listed below.  

Boat Skipper 
Elapsed 

Time 

Corrected 

Time 
Finish 

Liquid Kitty 

Yvette 

Yong 02:18:30 01:24:20 
1 

Smooth 

Tom 

Fedyna 02:23:18 01:27:16 
2 

Schocktail 

Mark 

Green 02:26:54 01:29:27 
3 

Ursa Minor 

Ted 

Keech -- DNF 4 

     

Loki 

Tim 

Roche --- DNF 5 

 The next race will be the Dave and Kay Few (Jack and Jill) regatta,  
held on August 18 (note the change in the date). 

Liquid Kitty finishing the race. (L.I.) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY RABBIT 
RACES 

Ongoing through October 
5:30 Skipper’s Meeting 

Bring your friends! 
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               The typical mooring technique, showing 
               the line running from the bow to the  
              beach and trees. The tidal beach was a  
              prime spot to tie up, and was first come,  
             first served.  
 
         
  

 When there was no more room 
 to tie up, you anchored out.  
 
 

 

 

     

 That’s one use for a spinnaker pole… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIES of DAWDLING on the DELTA 
Catherine Miskow 

Back when dinosaurs ruled the earth, the club was traditionally closed for 

the month of August, both for maintenance, and for the annual Delta cruise 

out.  The cruise was a week-long affair.  The fleet would depart CPYC on a 

Friday or Saturday morning to make the 80-plus nautical mile trek up the 

central Bay, through San Pablo Bay, the Carquinez Strait, Suisun Bay, 

Honker Bay, and finally, under the Antioch Bridge where the mighty 

Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers meet.  The chosen anchorage was 

Potato Slough, a series of small coves located along the San Joaquin River, 

just west of the Stockton Deep Water Channel, and south of HWY 12. Early 

arrivers would stake out their favorite spots, and by Monday, the cove 

would be filled with as many as 20 boats, some tied to trees, some rafted to 

each other.      

Mooring in the Delta was tricky—the classic technique was to run a line 

from your bow cleats around a tree branch, and throw out a stern anchor. It 

could certainly be a hairy experience: anchors would slip, trees would come 

uprooted, and, on a rare occasion, some unfortunate boater would find 

their anchor line cut by an unaware boater passing through the anchorage. 

Seasoned cruisers knew to mark their lines with buoys (not all of which 

were G-rated!), and it wasn’t long before contests arose to see who had the 

most elaborate or creative anchor marker.        

There was always something to do in the Delta—swimming, fishing, and 

water-skiing were favorite activities, as were dinghy races (both oar-

powered and motor powered) and the ubiquitous “all day cocktail parties.”  

The highlight of the week was always the barge and BBQ party—the club 

would rent a pontoon barge and have a huge party on the water that would 

last well into the wee hours of the night.  Over the years, the parties got 

bigger and wilder, (ask me about the ‘rum punch incident of 1984’); that 

tradition came to a fiery end in 1993, when the barge caught fire and 

burned to the water line, and the club hasn’t cruised to or moored in Potato 

Slough as a group ever since.  

  The Delta holds a special place in my boating 

memories, and if you have never made the trip up, I highly recommend it. 

And while the heyday of the group cruise may have passed, there is nothing 

stopping us from starting this tradition anew.  If you wish to take a day trip, 

or don’t want to take your boat up, Paradise Point marina in Stockton rents 

houseboats and ski boats, and there are also camping grounds in the area.  

Go find your own piece of paradise there. I certainly did.  


