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THE COYOTE'S BAY 
Issue 9: September, 2018 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR/SECRETARY 
Another great Marin Cruise is now in the books, the kids are back in school 
(teachers and professors are back to work), but ironically, the best boating season 
is now approaching. There is still a lot of boating to be done—our Wednesday 
night races continue through the middle of October; the Barth race from CPYC to 
Sequoia takes place the weekend of September 21, and the PICYA Wheelchair 
Regatta will be on September 29.  October will kick off with the Jerry O’Grady 
Singlehanded race on the 6th, followed by the Fall “Shorteez” regatta, and will cap 
off with the cruise to Napa Valley Yacht Club, complete with a Halloween party 
and wine tasting.  Stand by for the “Black Friday Mystery Cruise” in November 
(where to?  Look for the clues!) and the repeat of the holiday lighted boat parade 
on December 15.   
 
We are working hard to increase our presence on social media, with a public 
Facebook page and a Twitter feed—our Twitter feed is @cpycsm.  We are also 
working on a YouTube page, as well as an Instagram feed.  Currently, our main 
mode of disseminating information is through the weekly blast and the private 
Facebook group for club members.    
  
Hard to believe that we are approaching the end of another yacht club year, which 
means the nominating committee is now seeking nominations for the 2019 Board 
of Directors. Taking a role on the board is a great way to help improve life around 
the yacht club; if you are interested in being a board member, members of the 
nominating committee are listed on page 2 of this newsletter.   
 
How lucky we are that we can sit back and watch as our friends on the East Coast 
sadly begin to put their boats away, and winterize until next March or April.   
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CRUISE REPORT 
Mark Bettis, Cruise Chair 

 
After a few years absence, Coyote Point returned to Angel Island and 
Ayala Cove for a cruise.  Billed as the Angel Island “BBQ, Beach Party 
and Brunch,” participants had the option to stay overnight on a 
mooring ball, or go to Corinthian Yacht Club’s guest dock to spend the 
night.  Cathy and I went up Friday on Shannon, and were joined that 
evening by Joe and Carrie Pratt aboard Ada Helen, as well as Brad and 
Maria Jones aboard Haven.  
 
Saturday morning, Cathy and I went ashore to stake out tables for our 
afternoon barbecue. New members Tony and Kay Barulich brought 
their 25’Boston Whaler, followed by Gary Edwards, Jack Verducci and 
his family, David Reed, his wife Ondine and their three kids aboard 
Back to the Future and . Peter Kanefsky and Cathy aboard Tenacious.  
The final arrival was yet another new member, Jim Barnes and his 
wife Sandy aboard Top Priority; by the time they arrived, there was no 
room at the dock, so Jim and Sandy tied her up alongside Shannon.  
The afternoon cookout stretched well into the evening, with 
sandcastles, games on the beach, island walks, kids playing, good food 
and beverages and much tomfoolery in the mooring field (mostly by 
non-Coyote Point Boaters). 
 
As the festivities wound down, four of the boats crossed Raccoon Strait 
and tied up at the Corinthian Yacht Club, and the rest of the fleet 
stayed on the moorings in Ayala Cove. We retired after full day of fun. 
I sleep so well at anchor, and I love the motion of the boat, the sounds 
of the water and an occasional halyard slap caused by a midnight puff 
of wind, and the tranquility of knowing that we are unattached to 
shore. There is a freedom that comes with cutting the Marinco 
umbilical, and I encourage all cruisers to anchor out once in a while. 
 
Sunday morning, the cruisers all rallied at Corinthian Yacht Club for a 
great brunch at an amazing Venue. Corinthian Yacht Club has been in 
operation at their location since 1886, and features a dining room with 
a grand view of San Francisco, Alcatraz and Raccoon Strait. Sixteen of 
us dined on eggs benedict, prime rib, shrimp, salmon, crab claws, 
waffles, breakfast meats, pastries, fruit, salads and trimmings of all 
sorts. A bloody mary or two livened things up as well. The staff at 
Corinthian were graciously hospitable, and catered to our every desire. 
 
New member Nancy Metzger joined us for brunch, and then boarded 
Shannon for the trip home. We had a fabulous sail back to Coyote 
Point, beginning with a downwind leg to the eastern end of Raccoon 
Strain, a transit along the sheltered east side of Angel Island, a brisk 
jaunt across the slot to the east side of treasure Island, another transit, 
then a glorious reach through the ship mooring field, past Hunter’s 
Point, the San Bruno Mountain wind shadow and finally a screaming 
broad reach in winds up to 27 knots as we approached our snug 
harbor. We arrived safely by around 16:30 and quietly slid Shannon 
into her berth, tired, sun tanned and happy.  
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  REGATTA REPORT 
 
4 boats competed in the regatta: Paradigm, Vita e Bella, Hot 
Ice, and Chablis IV (under new ownership). (For those who aren't 
familiar with club lore, Chablis was the name of Dave and Kay Few's old 
boat.) 
 
Paradigm finished first, with a final time of 2:29:22; Vita e Bella came 
in second, with a final time of 2:31:22.  The other two boats did not 
finish the race. 
 
There are lots of races happening these next few weeks.  The next race 
will be the Barth race from Coyote Point to Sequoia on September 22, 
followed by the Jerry O’Grady single-handed race on October 6.  The 
Red Bra Regatta (all women) will be on October 20, as will be the CPYC 
fall Shorteez series.  See you on the water.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY RABBIT 
RACES 

Ongoing through October 
5:30 Skipper’s Meeting 

Bring your friends! 
 

OPEN HOUSE II and SOUTH BAY CREW LIST PARTY II 

Our Fall Open House was another successful recruiting event, as people 
came from around the community to see what goes on inside the 
clubhouse.  Special thanks to Mark Malcolm for leading tours of the club, 
and Mark Liddell, for keeping the burgers and hotdogs cooking.   
 
Immediately following the Open House was the South Bay Crew List 
party. Described as “Speed Dating for Sailors,” members of the public 
were matched with skippers looking for crew, and crew-members 
looking for boat rides.  Both events will be repeated in May of 2018, so 
stay tuned. Special thanks to member Owen Anderson for helping to 
promote both events on Facebook.  Planning has already begin for next 
year’s events.  If you are interested in volunteering, or helping to 
organize, let us know.  

YOUR 2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

If you are interested in being on the board for 2019, or, if you know 

someone who might be interested, please let the committee know.  The 

slate will be published in the weekly e-mail blast, both Facebook pages, 

and the October newsletter.  Voting on the slate will take place at the 

November General Membership Meeting.  

Joe Pratt 
Mark Liddell 
Nick Sternberg 
Andy Smith  
Quinn McKenna 
Steve Martin (alternate) 
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LESSER KNOWN CRUISE DESTINATIONS 
Catherine Miskow 

 
Of course, we all love Marin and Encinal, and we all know about Angel Island 
and Pier 39, but there are many other, lesser known destinations around the 
bay that are accessible by boat.  Most of us have likely travelled to these places 
by car, but going via water is not only better for the environment, but a lot 
more peaceful as well.  Most of these clubs will offer reciprocal docking 
privileges, or you can contact the harbor master to get a guest slip.  Some of 
these destinations may require a full day trip, but if you can get the time off, it 
is well worth doing.  Destinations marked with a (*) are suitable for family 
excursions and kids of all ages. 
 
*Vallejo  
Turn left just prior to the Cal Maritime ship and enter the strait.  Once in 
Vallejo, a short taxi or Uber ride gets you to Six Flags Discovery Kingdom, the 
perfect destination for families with kids and teens. A delicious Italian 
restaurant is located just a short distance from the marina (see the March 
newsletter for details). 
 
Martinez  
A waterfront town with lots of walking trails and quaint shops, it was once the 
home of famed naturalist John Muir. A must visit is the John Muir National 
Historic Site and museum.  While perhaps not a particularly interesting 
destination for kids, there are kid-friendly parks and activities in the region. 
Hop on the Amtrak Capital Corridor from the Martinez station to head up to 
Sacramento for a day trip. For docking, contact either the Martinez harbor 
master, or the Martinez yacht club.  
 
Benicia 
Once the capital of California, Benicia is more of a residential than a tourist      
town, but is a great stop-over point for a trip up to the Delta or Sac (a little over 
half-way to the Delta).  Explore California history, or find some home décor in 
the many glass artisan shops in the area.  Benicia marina is within walking 
distance of the Benicia yacht club, a PICYA member.  
 
*Sacramento 
OK, I admit, this one is a little far, and perhaps better suited to powerboaters, 
but it is worth the trip. Dockage available at the Sacramento Yacht Club, or the 
public dock near Old Town (day use only).  Visit the state capitol or Old Town 
Sac; little ones will likely enjoy the train museum and train rides in the spring 
and summer weekends.  Lots of walking and restaurants are in the area. If you 
don’t want to take your boat all the way to Sac, go as far as Martinez on your 
boat and take the train. The train drops you off within walking distance from 
Old Town. 
 
Napa 
We will be cruising here in the last weekend of October. Go past Vallejo and 
enter the Napa River, then cruise all the way to the Imola Street Bridge. 
Sailboats with tall masts can dock at the Napa Valley Marina, and the river is 
dredged to 9 feet at MLW.  A quick Uber ride will take you into town, or to 
various wineries in the area.  
 
San Rafael/San Rafael Yacht Club 
Two words: Terrapin Crossroads.   
  
  

Vallejo Yacht Club 

John Muir House, Martinez 

Glass artisan studio, Benicia 

Old Town Sac Docks 


