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COMMODORE’S LETTER
Hello CPYC members! I hope everyone is healthy and safe in the New Year. I
wanted to take a second and share a little bit of my vision for CPYC for 2019.
The most important part of any organizations is its members and quite
simply, my vision for the future is safeguarding a place for our members to
kick back, relax, network, make new friends and over all just have fun. In
addition, with the help of the Board, Carly, and our membership, my goal is
to improve on this as well secure a future for CPYC.
Hopefully you will continue to notice some of the improvements to the club
in the months ahead. Suggestions are always welcome, and you may email
me directly at commodore@CPYC.com or the board at BOD@CPYC.com.
I look forward to seeing you all in the months ahead and I hope everyone’s
New Year’s resolutions come true.
Sincerely Yours,
Noah Sundance
Commodore CPYC 2019
MESSAGE FROM THE REAR COMMODORE
Well, now that the Commodore’s Ball is behind me, I can focus on the other
duties. I swear, planning that event was like a dry run for planning a
wedding (stay tuned), but in the end, it was quite a success. In addition to
handling the on-the-water activities, I have also been appointed the “club
historian,” and keeper of the archives.
The racing season is now in full swing: the Brrr Rabbit was completed on
New Year’s Day, but Mother Nature seems to have had other ideas for the
Double Up and Back, which was postponed, due to bad weather and low
tides. The next race will be the John Pitcher race, on March 2; come up to the
bar area and see the trophy on display, and read a bit about the race itself.
This race is open to anyone whose boat is berthed at Coyote Point, members
or not, so spread the word and tell your friends to get out on the water!
~Catherine Miskow
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2019 COMMODORE’s BALL
On January 19, members gathered to install the 2019 Board of
Directors, and incoming commodore, Noah Sundance. The
event was marked with much pomp and tradition, with 10 past
Commodores in attendance: Terry Owen (1984), Orley Hatfield
(1993), Dick Sponholz (1994), Gay O’Brian, widow of James
O’Brian (1995), Joe Pennesse (2001), LaVey Norquist, widow of
Bud Norquist (2003), Jennifer Neumann (2009), Joseph Pratt
(2014), and Gary Edwards (2016). Outgoing Commodore, Yvette
Yong was honored, and presented with a beautiful, framed
photograph of her boat from the Plastic Classic regatta, and Pete
VanDerWerff was presented with the Commodore’s Service
award, for his tireless work with PICYA. The oath of office was
administered by Past Commodore Andy Smith (2017). Upon
completion of the ceremony, members danced the night away to
the music of the Riptides band. More photos are available on the
Facebook page.
SIERRA POINT
CRUISE OUT
Emily Kimmel, Cruise Chair
As we sunset our tradition of the Oyster Point Yacht Club Cruise
Out, we have created a new one with Sierra Point Yacht Club.
Although it was a rainy Sunday morning we had 3 brave boats
cruise up to Sierra Point Yacht Club, Mark Roper with
Sogno d’oro, Brad Jones with Haven and Roger
Emerick - St Francis with Seawolf. There were also plenty
of asphalt cruisers to make up about 50 people joining the
fun. The brunch was homemade by the Sierra Point Yacht Club
volunteers and included eggs benedict, frittata, bacon, hash
browns, sweet breads, fruit salad, strong coffee, and all the yacht
club brunch cocktails you would want including yummy Gin
Fizzes, and Bloody Marys. Sierra Point has a great
outdoor/indoor feel with a banquet/bar room opening to an
enclosed deck with a firepit and lovely view of the Marina. Not
to mention it’s just one marina north of Oyster Point.
Once everyone had a chance to enjoy the brunch, Mark Bettis
recapped a wonderful cruise year and announced the 2018 Cruise
Awards:




MOST CRUISES ATTENDED BY SAILBOAT:
Catherine Miskow on Shannon
MOST CRUISES ATTENDED BY POWER BOAT:
Gary Edwards on Panda Angler
CRUISE WITH THE MOST BOATS ATTENDING:
Ross Bowling with the Marin Cruise Out

Thank you Mark for heading the last 2 years of Cruises! You have grown
the program and have left me a great launching pad.
For a full calendar of Cruise outs please go to the Cruise 2019 page on
the CPYC website or email cruise@cpyc.com.
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MESSAGE from the TREASURER
Jan Mendez
Our Constitution provides for an annual review of the dues to be
collected from every Member. The amount is adjusted in January and
is based on the increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for San
Mateo County for the twelve previous months. This year, the CPI for
San Mateo, for All Urban Consumers published January 21, 2019,
indicated an increase of 4.5%. Accordingly, our dues which have been
$81 for 2018, will increase to $85 effective with the February bill that
you will receive in March. This increase was approved by the Board at
our meeting on January 22. Just as a point of information, our
building rent which we pay to the San Mateo Parks Dept., increased by
10% for 2019.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

2018 RACING RECAP & AWARDS
Steve Swanson, Regatta Chair
At the Sierra Point Brunch cruise, we also announced the awards of
the 2018 racing season.
REGATTA:
1st Luther Izmirian, 2nd Jack Verducci, 3rd Tom Fedyna
SHORTEEZ RACE:
1st Mark Green, 2nd Tom Fedyna, 3rd Yvette Yong
THANK YOU COMMITTEE BOAT PROVIDERS:
Greg and Jazmine Soydemir, Jack Verducci, Mark Bettis

Don’t let the cold weather and lack of wind fool you, our winter racing
season is in full swing with 2 regattas--Brrrr Rabbit & Double Up and
Back--completed. Last, but not least, our Winter Sailing Series on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month have started as well. If you haven’t
raced and want to try it out, don’t be scared. We love having new
skippers join us so take a leap and come to the next skippers meeting.

NOTE:
The Double Up-and-Back race
(February 2) was postponed due to
poor weather and unfavorable tides.
Stay tuned to the weekly blast for
more information.
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CPYC and PALO ALTO YC: A BRIEF HISTORY
Catherine Miskow
Well, looks like in addition to my officer duties, I’ve been
designated as the club historian, which seems appropriate, as I have
been hanging around this club since I was very little. Over the last 2
months issues, I wrote about the history of Coyote Point marina and
Coyote Point Yacht Club; this time, I will give a brief history of Palo
Alto Yacht Club, with whom we merged in 1997.
Palo Alto Yacht Club was founded in 1928 at the end of a natural,
small harbor near the south end of San Francisco Bay, formed by the
exit of the San Francisquito Creek into the Bay. The creek marks the
official boundary between Santa Clara and San Mateo counties; as a
result, part of the Palo Alto Yacht harbor, and Palo Alto airport, were
located in San Mateo County, but under the jurisdiction of Santa Clara
county. This posed numerous political and administrative problems,
especially where property taxes were concerned. Problems came to a
head when Palo Alto wanted to build a municipal golf course on the
site, but did not wish to build it in San Mateo County. After much
negotiation, an agreement was reached by which San Francisquito
Creek’s drainage would be relocated so that its discharge channel
would be north of the harbor. The rerouting of the creek was
completed in 1957, but now the winter runoff, which was responsible
for forming the harbor in the first place, was causing it to silt in.
Constant dredging was now necessary in order to make it possible for
large draft boats to use the harbor, which led to a conflict between the
“rich yachties” and environmental activists.
In 1980, the issue of the Palo Alto harbor was put to the voters,
who voted 53-46 against saving the harbor. The club, however,
continued to exist, until June of 1985, when it caught fire, and was
burned beyond repair. Due to the harbor and club being hotbutton
political issues, many PAYC members doubted that the fire was an
accident. PAYC requested permission from the city to rebuild, and
was flat-out denied—the city attorney would not even issue a permit
to demolish the clubhouse’s charred remains.
The search began in earnest for a permanent facility. In the
interim, members met at various places, including private homes,
churches, and other yacht clubs. It was at this time that a possible
merger with another local club entered the discussion, among them,
CPYC and Sequoia Yacht Club, but most PAYC members wanted to
remain as a distinct entity. In 1987, PAYC leased a small building
across from Peninsula marina (the former site of Docktown). At the
time, office space on the peninsula was plentiful, and the club
maintained a month-to-month lease on the building, even after the
lease had expired. By the mid 90’s, however, the tech boom had
begun, and rents began to skyrocket. It was Past Commodore Bob Lee
who took the reigns and contacted CPYC about a merger.
In 1997, PAYC formally merged with Coyote Point Yacht Club. The
terms of the merger dictated that CPYC would maintain its name, but
would adopt the PAYC burgee, a bone of contention for many legacy
CPYC members at the time. Today, many former PAYC members are
still active in CPYC, and CPYC maintains a few of the old PAYC
traditions, including the crab feed. The former site of the Palo Alto
yacht harbor and yacht club remain today as the Baylands Nature
Preserve. The old Sea Scouts building is still in use as an
environmental education center.
(Right: The original Coyote Point Burgee: 1941-1997)
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Palo Alto Harbor, with PAYC in the
background, 1936. Photo from the Palo Alto
Historical Association archives.

Palo Alto Harbor and yacht club
clubhouse, 1973. Photo from the Palo
Alto Historical Association archives.

The harbor, in 1986, already silting in.
Photo from the Palo Alto Historical
Association archives.

