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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE 

As I write this on the first day of November on a sunny day in San Mateo, 
forecasted to reach 77 degrees, I am taking the time to once again feel blessed to 
live in the San Francisco Bay Area. Having just gotten home from six weeks of 
goofing off in Europe, it's a excellent reminder that regardless of all the wonderful 
places in the world, sometimes there is no place like home. 

As the holidays approach, people are getting busier, but I hope to see some of you 
during the next few weeks before I run off on part three of my mid-life crisis 
travels. Am truly looking forward to the Commodore's Cup race this Saturday 
(and by the time you're reading this - if you weren't there, you were missed!) to 
catch up with my racing buddies for the last club race of the year. I am also 
looking forward to seeing many of you at the annual General Membership 
Meeting on the 20th, where we will vote on the 2019 Board of Directors. 

The last time you heard from me I was reveling in a cabin charter out of Valencia, 
Spain, and last week I was cruising around Greek islands on a Hanse 400. What a 
spectacular way to see such a beautiful country! Once again, I am feeling 
fortunate to have found such an amazing passion that leads me to wonderful 
adventures around the world. 

So, my fellow boating enthusiasts, I encourage you to get out there to be on or 
around boats, the water and marinas. Whether that may be in far-flung corners of 
the earth, at any of our cruise outs, or simply at our humble, but lovely, yacht club 
on the Bay. See you soon! 

xoxo, yvette 
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  CRUISE REPORT: Napa Valley YC 
 
     It’s grape harvest time in the Napa Valley, and that also means the 
annual cruise up to the Napa Valley Yacht Club. Woodknot (Steve 
Martin) and Cardinal Rule (Catherine Miskow & Mark Bettis)made 
the trip up on Thursday; the former left at 8:00 in the morning, and 
the latter, at 11:00, with Cardinal Rule catching up to Woodknot by 
1:30 just outside of Mare Island.  Thursday evening, after work, 
Catherine came back to an early Halloween scare: the boat was not at 
the dock! It turns out that Steve and Mark had taken Cardinal Rule on 
a rescue mission to tow a disabled ski boat back to the launch ramp. 
Steve’s wife, Angela, arrived just after the rescue, and the 4 convened 
on Woodknot for a pizza dinner. Woodknot and Cardinal Rule were 
joined the next day by Vita Bella (Ross Bowling) and Stoli’n Time (Jim 
Fadenrecht).   
     Friday afternoon, Steve and Angela toured the Napa Valley, with a 
wine tasting at the Castello di Amoroso winery in Calistoga, and later, 
went for dinner in Napa; Catherine and Mark, meanwhile, got their 
pirate gear on, and joined the Napa Valley Yacht Club members for 
dinner and a costume party.  
  After a leisurely Saturday morning, Ross Bowling organized a lunch 

for the group at the Rutherford Grill. While Ross and Diana peeled off 
for some shopping, Catherine took the group winetasting at two 
wineries: St. Supéry, and Cosentino.  Much merriment ensued. The 
group gathered for cocktails aboard Cardinal Rule, followed by a pot-
luck dinner hosted by Ross and Diana aboard Vita Bella.  (Yes, wine 
was served!)  
   Sunday morning, the flotilla made its way back to Coyote Point, 

with Mark and Catherine as the weather watchers. Just off Point 
Richmond, the group crossed paths with over 250 sailboats entered in 
the “Great Pumpkin Regatta.” The weather held, and everyone was 
safely home by 3:00 in the afternoon.  
 This trip, alas, is the final cruise of the 2018 season. Thanks to Mark 

Bettis for organizing an awesome cruising season as cruise chair. We 
hope to have many more adventures coming next season.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS WE ARE BUSY THIS MONTH! 

The holidays are approaching, and CPYC is very busy with events and 

parties.  The club is currently booked every Saturday in November and 

December for private parties; we encourage members during this time to 

gather up in the Regatta Room for the potlucks—who knows what 

delicious things people may bring!  Please also consider joining us for 

lunch on Friday afternoons, or dinner on Friday nights, as the regular 

menus will still be available.  

Please note that the club will be closed from the 22-25th of November or 

the Thanksgiving holiday.   

Private parties are a huge source of income for the club, so please be 

patient with us as we open our doors to the community.  

2019 BOARD NOMINEES 

The proposed candidates for the 2019 were announced at the General 

Membership meeting on the 29th of October. Names marked with a (*) 

were nominated from the floor at the meeting. The slate is also posted 

on the bulletin board in the downstairs lobby, next to the rest rooms.   

Staff Commodore: Yvette Yong 
Commodore: Noah Sundance 
Vice Commodore: Joe Pratt 

*Catherine Miskow (withdrew candidacy for this     
office) 

Rear Commodore: Catherine Miskow 
Secretary: Gary Edwards 
Treasurer: Jim Manishin 
           *Jan Mendez 
Port Captain: Billy Rinehart 
Membership Chair: Trisha Fiorini 
Regatta Chair: Mark Green (withdrew candidacy for this office) 
      *Steve Swanson 
House Chair: Steve Martin 
Director-at-large 1: Bill Hoyt 
Director-at-large 2: Mark Malcolm 
Director-at-large 3: Marc Roper 
Voting on the slate will take place at the November Annual Meeting on 
Tuesday, November 20.    
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DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT (CPYC) HISTORY: PART 1 
Catherine Miskow 

 
The Coyote Point Recreation Area, which includes the marina and the 

yacht club, has a long and storied history dating back to pre-colonial times. 
Home to the Ohlone Indian tribe, the indigenous Californians would ply the 
waters in boats, fishing for sturgeon, halibut, or shellfish, not unlike many  
members of the club today.  Navigation charts from as early as 1810 label the 
area as San Mateo Point, but the locals referred to the marshlands and their 
surrounding islands as “Coyote Hill,” “The Big Coyote,” or “The Coyote,” hence 
the name Coyote Point.  

 In 1860, the land was acquired by the Howard family, whose name 
now graces a major thoroughfare in Burlingame. The Howards did not develop 
the property, but rather, left it in its natural state for picnicking and recreation 
purposes.  The property went through several changes in the beginning of the 
twentieth century; in the early 1920s, an amusement park known as “Pacific 
City” was erected on the current site of the Magic Mountain play area, and in 
1932, a project financed by the WPA allowed for the draining of the marshes 
and construction of a golf course on the site.  The amusement park was short 
lived, however, succumbing to the wild winds that plague the north side of 
Coyote Point. 

In 1940, the county of San Mateo purchased about 50 acres of 
reclaimed land west of the Coyote Point knoll; the purchase included a small, 
natural harbor, which had long been an anchorage for small boats and also a 
meeting place for what the county labeled “a loose association of boaters [who 
call themselves] ‘the Coyote Point Yacht Club.'” This loose association of 
boaters was officially incorporated on July 20, 1941, with Oscar Thayer as the 
first commodore, and Coyote Point Yacht Club was born.  At this same time, 
the United States found that they needed many new officers for the merchant 
marine, so a Merchant Maritime Academy was established at Coyote Point.  A 
deep-water channel was dredged on the east side of the point, with the dredge-
spoils forming the center berm that now separates the two basins of the 
harbor.  Thanks to the presence of the Merchant Marine and their large 
training vessel, the harbor channel was kept well dredged.  At this same time, 
the county began installing pilings and floats to form rudimentary docks; the 
local boat owners helped build a head float on logs overlain with planks, and 
the county soon began renting out slips, which boaters frequently modified to 
make their own finger floats.  

After World War II, the Maritime Academy was decommissioned, and 
its facilities leased to the San Mateo Junior College (now College of San Mateo). 
Abandoned Quonset huts served as temporary classrooms, and a small 
children’s museum and zoo was established in one of the old warehouses.  The 
recreation area continued to grow, at one point, boasting a Tiki themed 
restaurant called The Castaway, and an over the water roller rink.  The College 
of San Mateo continued to operate on the premises until 1963, when it moved 
to its current location on the top of the West Hillsdale Boulevard. The museum 
and zoo operated on the site until 1982, when it was merged with the new 
Coyote Point Museum (now CuriOdyssey).  The restaurant closed in the late 
1990s, and was demolished in 2008. The last vestige of Coyote Point’s history 
can be seen just west of the harbor master’s office, where a portion of the 
Maritime Academy’s practice mast still stands. 

Tune in to the December issue of The Coyote’s Bay for a history of the 
Coyote Point Yacht Club. 

Ohlone Natives on the Bay. 

Aerial view of old CSM campus, c. 1962, 

with the marina on the left. Note that 

the current clubhouse hasn’t yet been 

erected. Photo: SM County Historical 

Association  

Entrance to the old Pacific 

City Amusement Park. 

(Photo: SM Daily Journal 

archives) 


